
Rotary Club of Richmond : 90 years on 
 
 
The years from 1924 to 2014 have seen dramatic events, developments and changes possibly greater 
than in any other period of history – advances in technology, medicine, transport, communication, 
globalization, affecting all aspects of life. Yet, in spite of all that change, there remain core principles 
which lie at the heart of the Rotary movement which are as valid today as they were when on 21st 
February 1924 the “formation meeting” of the Rotary Club of Richmond took place with 22 members 
with the sponsorship of the Rotary Club of Kingston Upon Thames. 

Strong characters they were, by all accounts, reflecting a broad spectrum of the business and 
professional life of the town under the skillful guidance of Percy Dimbleby - manager of the local 
newspaper and the Club’s first president. 

The Club’s history of the first half century reports a wide range of Rotary activity in all areas. On the 
Community Service front in response to the economic depression of the 1920’s the club spearheaded a 
scheme to encourage employers to offer boys and girls apprenticeships, a scheme which spread 
throughout the south–east.  In 1936 the Club “adopted” the Aberdare Rotary Club helping both 
financially and practically with toys for the children of this poor area.  

In terms of International Service the Club from the very earliest days embraced the idea of Rotary 
fellowship throughout the world by corresponding with some 1,500 clubs, endeavoring, without 
success, to twin with a French club, and maintaining links with overseas clubs with Christmas cards. 

Vocational Service met with rather less success than other avenues of service and the early days saw 
the club struggling to make an impact other than offering careers advice to school leavers. 

The outbreak of war saw some of the club’s social activities curtailed while efforts were concentrated 
on community projects and fund raising for the war effort. In 1942 the club launched a Rotary munitions 
factory staffed by volunteers and working from “a former milk bottling shed behind 8 George Street”.  
The project continued until shortly before VE Day in May 1945 by which time the factory had produced 
some ten million components and paid to the Inland Revenue £2,000.00 and a further sum of £2,500.00 
in profits and sale of assets. 

The post war period saw the Club introduce the Tree of Goodwill and Christmas collections which 
continue to this day undergoing a variety of transformations with a semi-automated static Father 
Christmas, various trailer-mounted versions and latterly static collections at various points usually with 
a real “live” Father Christmas in attendance. 

The ambitions of the Club grew in the post war era and the Club was very involved in establishing 
Zetland House, a residential care home in Kings Road, the setting up of Ham Boys Club, providing 
holidays in the UK for Polish refugee children and supporting a refugee Russian couple living in 
Hamburg with the assistance of aid from the local Rotary Club and Round Table. 

As the years have passed the membership of the Club has waxed and waned and, inevitably, the ability 
of the Club to do more has ebbed and flowed. The organizing of major events such as the Richmond 
Marathon and Half Marathon which the Club ran for four successful years is now beyond the scope of 
our resources but still the Club “punches above its weight” with fund raising, feeding the masses at May 
Fairs, organizing attendance at the Varsity Match in favour of Princes Alice Hospice etc.  On the 
international front financial help is sent to a variety of overseas projects and a fatherly concern is shown 
by PDG Brian Frith for the young ladies from overseas, who for several years were entertained by the 
Club and who still receive Christmas cards from Brian. 

The Club can boast two District Governors, Ernest Winson in 1969 and Brian Frith in 1989-1990. 

Not a bad record of service – all things considered. 

 

PS The Club will be attending Richmond Mayfair on 10th May on Richmond Green selling hot dogs and 
homemade burgers and providing entertainment with a coconut shy. 


