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Lockdown returns …..
….. but despite this, Richmond Rotary carries on. We continue to meet via Zoom every
Tuesday, and keep connected with each other and our community. We have completed the
Crocus of Hope Rotary Garden (article follows) project, and will host a virtual Guy Fawkes
party on Zoom this Thursday night with fun and fireworks! President Tony has been coming
up with all sorts of tricky questions and trivia for a District-wide Games Night to be held
December 10. Christmas is still a great uncertainty, in terms of any public fundraising, and we
wait to see what will follow the month of lockdown. Like the crocuses that have been planted
all over Britain in the past couple of weeks, and by our club on the Thames riverside,
celebrating World Polio Day on October 24, we hope to bloom in the Springtime!
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29 September Major General Sir Michael Carleton-Smith spoke on his career with the British
Army, serving in Germany, Kenya and many other countries, giving a vivid President Elect: Alan Bowers
recounting of some of his adventures along the way. After retirement, Mike 07970 425337
became Director General of Marie Curie Cancer Care for 11 years, and went silverspringalbert@gmail.com
on to serve many other charities.
13 October
Robert Beckley currently serving as Assistant Commissioner for the
Metropolitan Police. He is currently working with the Home Office on the Hillsborough disaster. After 34 years on the Force,
Robert had many a story to tell.
27 October
Minna Cutler is a volunteer with the Richmond Poppy Factory, and gave us the story of its founding and present work,
supporting veterans in multiple ways, not the least of which is employment making poppies!

Upcoming Speakers
10 November Lord Lee of Trafford (Richmond Rotarian) will share anecdotes from a political journey
17 November Herbert Chatters is a longtime Rotarian and founder of Passionately Purple Gin, a craft gin producer which raises awareness and
funds for End Polio Now
24 November Mukesh Malhotra - Hounslow Rotarian, co-creator of the World’s Greatest Meal to Help End Polio,” which has raised a great
deal of money for End Polio Now
1 December

Gareth Roberts, Leader of Richmond Council

15 December

Rachel Morrison, National Heritage

Upcoming Events
District-Wide Games Night - 10 December, 7 for 7:30 - 8:30
Join Rotarians from throughout the District for an hour of fun and fellowship! This is not your standard quiz night, but a series of video, photo
and sound-based questions on a broad range of topics. It will be hosted on Zoom, so you can play from the comfort of your sofa.

Membership Drive
The club’s membership has swelled in recent months, thanks to the perseverance of Ed Hall. New and prospective members are:
Full Members
Seamus Joyce
Lord Lee of Trafford
Ben Khosa
Rob Wood
Cherry Wood
Ann Mathews
John Hadler (Hon Life Member)

Associate Members
Shammi Sharma
Sushma Puri
Elizabeth Lanyon
Pamela Fleming
Con O'Brien
Malcolm Williams
Rodney Bennett

100 Club
The winner at last week’s meeting was Michael Normington. Congratulations, Michael

Crocuses of Hope Rotary Garden
Back in 1974, Richmond Rotary planted a Rotary Garden of flowers and bulbs on the Thames riverside, to celebrate their Golden Jubilee. It
bloomed on for some years, but at last it succumbed to nature, and was cleared. In 1988, Rotary International established the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative, involving WHO, UNICEF and many other organisations. Through their efforts, polio cases have dropped by 99.9%. In
celebration of this achievement, on 24 October, World Polio Day, over two million purple crocuses were planted by Rotarians all around Great
Britain. It seemed a great idea to revive the now- vanished Rotary Garden, with a twist. A Rotary Wheel, planted with 6000 purple crocus
corms, would serve as a continual reminder of the fight against polio.
This community project involved contributions from The Thames Strategic Society, Richmond in Bloom, and Matt Almond of Parks Operations.
Continental Landscapes had a team mark and dig out the site outline, Squires Garden Centre provided the crocus corms, and Valerie McBrideMunro, a professional horticulturist, supervised the planting. The crocus corms were planted with great help from six Richmond GoodGym
members who came out on a chilly Saturday morning, on 24 October, and alongside Richmond Rotary members Bob Harris, Ben Khosa and
President Tony Sayer, they transformed a patch of grassy slope into a new version of the Rotary Garden. At noon on that day, Mayor of
Richmond Geoff Acton and Mrs. Acton were present to plant some crocuses and officially celebrate with the community. When these crocuses
bloom, in early 2021, they will be the Crocuses of Hope.

